Presence of HBV-DNA in peripheral blood mononuclear cells from anti-HIV symptomless carriers.
The presence of hepatitis B virus DNA (HBV-DNA) in the peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) of 29 anti-HIV symptomless carriers (eleven HBeAg positive, eleven anti-HBe positive and seven HBsAg negative) and of 40 anti-human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-negative patients (15 HBeAg positive, 15 anti-HBe positive and ten HBsAg negative) has been studied by dot-blot and Southern blot hybridization. HBV-DNA has been found in similar proportions in both anti-HIV-positive and negative patients (36% and 46%, respectively, in the HBeAg positive group and 27% and 37% in the anti-HBe positive group). No HBV-DNA was detected in the PBMC of the HBsAg-negative patients. No relation has been observed between the presence of HBV-DNA in the PBMC of the anti-HIV-positive patients and the detection of HIV antigen (HIV Ag), number of CD4 cells or the CD4/CD8 ratio. In summary, the presence of HBV-DNA in the PBMC of anti-HIV symptomless carriers does not seem to imply that the patient's clinical state has worsened.